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| THE 
ADVANTAGES AN DISADVANTAGES 


OF THE 


MARRIAGE-STATE. 


. an viſion and prophecy are ſealed up, and N 
no man has liberty to add any thing to the 


words of the book of the revelations of Jeſus Chriſt ; 
[ all dreams, omens, figns, tokens, pretended vi- 
u ſions, and revelations, or any kind of prognoſtica- 
MN tions whatſoever, and obſervations upon them, are 
| to be eſteemed nothing at all but deluſions of the 
A devil; whereby the Prinee of Darkneſs deceives 


weak minds, who are ſeeking more after the chaff 
than the wheat. 3 


ö Bur though the moſt high God ſeverely re- 
ö proves all ſuch as pretend to predictions or know- 
4 ledge of ſecrets by interpretations of dreams; yet 
Ol as men dream, they may lawfully tell their dreams 
fi | to one another, without any defign to deceive by 

them. I ſhall therefore take liberty to relate the _ = 
ly following one. : | 


1 
— 


IrancitDmylelf travelling in the eaſtern parts 
} vf the world; and, at laſt, coming td the city of 


= 


C'S I 
Old Babylon, where I was much amuſed in view- 
ing the curioſities of the place, as the tower, the 
wall, the gates, the ſtreets, the palace, the river, 


the images in the plain of Drura, &c. I obſerved 
the city, and it appeared in different views. In 


one part the people were entirely taken up in re- 


vellings, feaſtings, diverſions, ſplendid appear- 


ances, and enjoying themſelves. In the other 


part they were more reſerved, and were much ta- 
ken up in ademure dreſs and behaviour; in the de- 


- cency of their houſes and ſtreets, and in the regu- 


larity of their towers and fortifications, &c. but 
without any appearance of dangers, alarms, or 
moleſtations ; they ſeemed all entirely at eaſe. 


HowBe1T, when I had almoſt ſatiated myſelf 


with gazing at the particular ſhows, I thought to 
take a proſpect of the whole city together. Sol 

walked to a riſing ground belonging to it, but a 
little retired from the crowd, where I ſaw a booth, 


which I took to be built on 'purpole for the con- 


veniency of taking proſpects, and I went directly 
to it. And at the door I ſaw an old man, of 


whom I inquired if hs had ever a proſpect glaſs, 


whereby I might be favoured with a full view of 


that royal city; which I ſuppoſed to be the me- 
tropolis of the world. He told me, if I pleaſed to 
take a deliberate obſervation, I might, perhaps, 
have different apprehenſions of that ſplendid city, 
than I had at preſent; for he aſſured me it was 
Full of inteſtine perplexity, cauſed by envy, ma- 
lice, exceſs, and corruption; that the inhabitants 
had no real ſatisfaction in themſelves; and it was 
only by l extravagancies and 'amuſements, 


which 


EC &.1Þ : 
which I had ſeen they kept themſelves from per- 


petual diſtraction. He then fetched out his pro- 
ſpective, and told me, if Lpleaſed, he would ſhow . 


me the fituation of the place, whereby I might 
be convinced that its condition was not ſo happy, 
nor its glory ſo majeſtic, as I imagined. Sol took 
a diſtinct view on the ſouth fide, and the foundation 
of the place appeared to be built upon nothing but 
bogs and quick ſands, which could not poſſibly ſu- 
ſtain the buildings, but ere long they muſt inevi- 
tably ſink. I again took a view on the north ſide, 
and I found the foundation was all bit uminous and 
ſulphureous matter, interfperſed with ſubterrane- 


ous fire, which appeared ready in a moment to 
break forth into flames. He then bid me look to 


the eaſt; and I ſaw a very formidable army ap- 
provchin g tire city, with full power and commiſſion 
to deſtroy it; and they ſpread themſelves around 


with fury, like the roaring of the fea, And there 
was a trembling upon all the hills, the rivers, the 


trees, and the fields round about; but all the in- 
habitants of the city continued in a ſtupefaction. 


Wu I had beheld and deliberated on theſe 
things, it filled me with ſuch aſtoniſhment as almoſt 
cauſed my bowels to turn within me, Such was 
my diſappointment, and the horror that ſeized me, 
that I thought I was neither able to bear the ſight, 
nor fly from it, nor ſtand my ground. And I aſked 


theold man if I might lodge all night in that booth, | 
but he told me it was not a place for lodging, nar 


would any perſon in his right mind think it ſafe to 
ſleep ſo near the city: but, if I pleaſed, I might. 
come in and reſt myſelf a little. And when J en- 
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tered I found four young men very carefully per- 
uſing a map, ſeeming to make very particular 
remarks, and diligent obſervations, and would 
ſometimes earneſtly inquire the old man's judge- 
ment, to inform them of the meaning of ſome things. 
Whereupon I inquired what piece it was that ſo 
much attracted their attention. They told me it 
was the map of Babylon and Canaan, with all the 

roads between the two places. And they having 
had a full proſpect of the ſame things which I had 

Juſt now beheld, and being determined to leave 
therr native country, and travel to the latter place, 

was the reaſon of their preſent inquiries; and the 
old man, being a native of Canaan, and ac- 

quainted with both countries, as well as the roads 
from one to the other, they frequently applied to- 
him for inſtruQtion in things difficult. 


Tusk four young men appeared fo like each 
other in their apparel, their ſpeech, and behaviour, 
as well as ſome of their features, that I verily took 
them all to have been own brothers, and knew / not 
any thing to the contrary, until I became acquaint- 
ed with a certain perſon who had ſome know- 
ledge of the places where they were born, and of” 
the regiſter-books. He informed me that two of 
them were ſons of the bond-woman, but the other- 
two were ſons of the free · woman. 


So Tobſerved them, and they all made prepara- 
tion, with ſeeming vigorous reſolution, for their 
ſuppoſed journey. And among ſt other conſultations 
with the old man (their inſtructor) they earneſtly 
craved his — whether it were expedient = 
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dach of them to take along with him a female com 
panion. Which he very eheerfully encouraged 
them to do, provided they were ſuch as were diſ- 
poſed to go the ſame way, and had their hearts 
engaged to ſeek the ſame country along with them: 

But otherwiſe he admoniſhed them, by all means, 
to avoid ſuch companions as had no knowledge of, 
or delight in, the way they deſigned to travel. 


Het pointed out to them many difficulties in the 
way, where the company of ſtrangers would be of 
very dangerous conſequence; told them the need 
they would find of ſtrengthening and encouraging 
in the way, rather than hindering and diſcouraging; 
and reaſoned much upon the evil that would attend 
(in many reſpects) ſuch companions as took no de- 
light in the way, and compared it with the advan= 
tages they might expect in the company of ſuch as 
took pleaſure; and would endeavour to animate 
them therein. He further informed them in many 
inſtances, what bad effects travellers, who had for- 
merly gone that way, had found from diſagree- 
able companions: And that (to prevent the like 
inconveniences) the king of the country had made 
a law, That none of the ſubjects ſhould join with 
ſtrangers to be companions in that journey, and 
therefore he earneſtly cautioned them, whatever 


they did, to be exceeding careful in their choice. 


I waited to ſee what influence this advice would 
have upon the minds of theſe young men: But T 
obſerved, that, at the firſt, none of them ſeemed 
to reliſh his counſel ; for they had all either con- 
tracted ſome acquaintance with, or placed their 

A%S * fancy- 
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ancy — who were natives of Babylon, to 
whom their hearts were very inclinable, But the 

mdre they appeared engaged in their affections, the 
more their inſtructor inſiſted on the dangers and 

_ pernicious conſequences which were moſt certain 
to attend their having ſuch companions : and withal 

told them, the King had appointed one to attend 
them in their journey, and whoſe name was Se. De- 

nial, without whoſe company it would be impoſſible 
ever to reach the borders of Canaan; and ihat to 
chuſe a ſtranger for a companion would be ſuch an 

inſult to him (at the firſt ſetting out) as might cauſe 
miſunderſtanding all the way. For his part he 

told them, that to pretend to travel to Canaan, and 

chooſe a Baby lonian for a companion, was ſuch a 
contradiction, that he could not but very much 

doubt the ſincerity of cheir hearts. For if it was 
poſſible at all for a ſincere traveller to chooſe ſuch 

a companion; (as he would not be too bold in his 

aſſertions) yet he was very certain it could not be 

ſo long as they continued in the right uſe of their 
reaſon ; and he muſt diſcharge his conſcience in 
_ giving them timely admonition, &c. 


I obſerved the event of theſe conſultations, and 
I found the eldeſt ſon of the Bond-Woman could 
not be moved by all theſe arguments, butreſolutely 
choſe one who was an utter ſtranger to the path, 
nor had any delight in, or deſire thereto: And 
when he had covenanted with her, ſhe proved ſo 
averſe to going along with him, and ſo reluctant to 
his purſuing his intended journey, that ſhe prevailed 
upon him to deſiſt from his purpoſe. So he ſettled 
WO SO; and they were both there 
when 


1 ( 


when the City was deſtroyed, and periſhed toge- 
ther in the ruins. 


Bur the younger brother (ſon of the bond-wo- 
man) took a little more regard to the counſel given 
him, and ſeemed more heedful in his choice ; and 
(in a ſlight manner) ſought to get a companion 
that would be willing to go along with him. So, 
at laſt he met with one who appeared compliable 
to his deſire, though ſhe had no knowledge of the 
way, nor any defire to it, only it ſeemed a matter 
indifferent; and therefore, as he was inclined to- 
undertake the journey, ſhe would condeſcend to- 
compliment him with her company. - This pleaſed 
the young man very well, as he thought he ſhould 
both gratify himſelf.in the choice of a companion, 
and alſo act conformable to his directions. But he 
did not conſider, that while her mind was poſſeſſed 
with ſuch indifferency, her company maſt needs be 
very unprofitable : However, they joined hands ; 
and ſhe (as good as her word) complimented him 
with her company ; and they ſet out both toge- 
ther, as if they would proceed on their journey. 
But her indifferent mind ſoon prevailed fo as to 
cool his warm affections, and cauſed their advances 
to be very flow. They would frequently ſit down 
in the ſhade, and ſomimes divert themſelves with 
trifles, and often turn aſide out of- the way, which 
made their progreſs very ſmall. And this manner 
of loitering prevailed more and more, until, at laſt, 
they came to a low valley by the brink of the xiver- 
Euphrates, where they turned aſide and fell aſleep ; 
and, while they ſlept, there aroſe a ſwell in the 
river, and the flood ſwept them both away. 
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As for the younger ſon of the free. woman, 
when he had heard the admonitions, they made 
ſome deep impreſſions upon his mind, and filled 
him with ſome awful apprehenſions. For he was 
convinced of the pernicious conſequences, which 
would attend ſuch company, and appeared very ſo- 
licitous to avoid them. But (how it was, I have 
now forgotten; whether, before theſe conſidera- 
tions, he had contracted a correſpondence, and had 
not reſolution to deny himſelf; or whether after- 
wards, by dalliance, and giving latitude to his fan- 
cy, he forgot himſelf; ſome way or other he 
proved to be entangled with a daughter of the 
Chaldees, which, betwixt the inſtructions he had 
received, and his own unguarded affections, cau- 
ſed ſome ſtrugglings in his mind. For tho? the 
perſon was of a complaiſant diſpoſition, and did 
not ſeem at all reluctant to the things he had in 
view, vet he plainly perceived ſhe had no real 
taſte to them; and that her innate diſpoſition was 
more to Babylon than Canaan. She had never 
been convinced of the miſery and ruin approach- 
ing her native country ; nor had ſhe ever been ac- 
quainted with the pleaſures and delights of that 
Jand which he was ſeeking after; nor had ſhe any 
defire to the way. But his ſtrong inclination ſti- 
mulated him to reaſon upon every thing in the 
moſt advantageous and promiſing light, and to put 

the moſt favourable conſtruction upon every cir- 
cumſtance, as thus, That her complaiſance was 
s ſuch, that he would not be any hinderance or 
% moleſtation to him. That, by his example, he 
* might engage her mind to that which ſhe had no 
. « inclinatian to zt preſent, That thoſe engage- 
22 « ments 
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ments, which he ſhould enter into with her, were 
«« of another nature, and might be performed with- 
* out interfering immediately with the concerns of 
««- his journey. That it was very hard to be pro- 

* hibited from the enjoyment of one who, in all 
other reſpects, appeared ſo deſirable ; and that 
probably he might never find a companion com- 
ce plete in every point, &c.“ In ſhort, the young » 
man perſiſted in theſe kinds of reaſoning until he 
had almoſt ſtupified his ſenſes ; but ſtill could not 
free himſelf from convincing and dreadful appre- : 
henſions of the evil of taking ſo indirect a ſtep, and 
the inconveniences which were certain to attend 3 
it; until, at length, a reſolute paſſion prevailed, fo - f 
far that his eyes were darkened, that he ſcarce 
perceived the day from the night. And during this 
obſtruction of his ſenſes, he went one evening, after 
both ſun and moon were gone down, and joined 
hands with this Babylonian. But when the ſun aroſe 
in the morning, and he was a little come to himſelf, 
he then became ſenſible of the raſhneſs of his ad- 
venture; but it was too late to recal it. He was 
now aware into what ſnares he had brought himſelf; 
into what difficulties he was involved; and what 
incommodities muſt attend his journey; and that 
now he had no way left, but to make the beſt he 


could of the matter; and to grapple with it, as 
well as it ſhould pleaſe God to enable him. 


So after ſome anxious thoughts and bitter reflec. - 
tions, he endeavoured to {mother his grief as well 
as he could, and betook himſelf to his journey, ex- 
erting his utmoſt ſkill and power to take his com- - 
panion along with him. But, alas! when he at 
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tempted to lead her into the way, he found ſhe had 
no feet; ſhe could not move a ſtep farther than he 
carried her ; and a heavy burden ſhe proved. So 
I obſerved ſome of his travel; and when he had 
met with dangers, diftreſſes, or diſappointments, 
_ he would begin to expreſs his grief, and to unbo- 
ſom his mind to his companion ; but ſhe had no 
ears, no underſtanding, nor heart to ſympathize 
with him; nor was ſhe capable of being made to 
know the nature of his complaints. If he was be- 
ſet with robbers, wild beaſts, ſerpents, or any an- 
noyance, he would ſometimes make his complaint 
to her; but ſhe could neither aſſiſt nor comfort 
him. If he wanted direction in any part of his 
way, ſhe could not give him any counſel. If he 
was lick or wounded, and wanted cordials, or oils 
to his wounds, ſhe had no hands to adminiſter any 
relief. And as ſhe never was capable of yielding 
him any ſuccour, or comfort in his ſufferings, nei- 
ther was ſhe ever capable of partaking of any of 
his enjoyments. If he met with any gardens of 
ſpices, or refreſhing ſprings by the way, he would 
offer her to eat or drink with him ; but ſhe had no 
taſte. If he found ſweet flowers, he would pluck, 
and give them to her ; but ſhe had no ſmell, nor 
could have any delight in them. If he had any de- 
ightful proſpects by the way, he would endeavour 
to ſhew them to his companion ; but ſhe had no 
eyes. If he met with any fellow-travellers by the 
way, he would invite her to enjoy their company; 

but ſhe was never ſociable with himſelf, or any 
other perſon, who ſpoke the language of Canaan : 
for it was a language which ſhe could not learn. 
Thus, whatever grief befel him, or whatever en- 


joy ments 
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. 
joyments he was favoured with in his journey, he 
never found any ſympathy or eongratulation from 


her; nor was ſhe of the leaſt uſe to him all the 


way; nor were her affections ever moved, any 
otherwiſe than ſometimes to deſpiſe, and ſome- 


times to ſhew a diſguſt, or diſturbance of mind. 


Bur as ſhe had no life, capacity, ſenſe, nor acti- 
vity in the choſen path; ſhe had ſo much the more 
vivacity in things pertaining to her own element. 
So that when ſhe could draw him aſide out of the 
way, ſhe would diſcover ſuch a ſprightlineſs in all 
her ſenſes, be ſo pleaſant and diverting, and all 


parts of her converſation ſo engaging, that it often 
prevailed upon him to turn afide with her, and 


proved a very great hinderance to him in his jour- 
* ney. For though it was not in his power to find 


any thing in his way that could divert or influence 
her mind; yet ſhe frequently found out ſomething 
in her own path which did divert and inſenſibly 
draw away his heart, by which he was many times 
entangled and laden with thick clay. 


Axor HER thing J obſerved, that after he had 
begun his journey, the King of Iſrael (whoſe ſub- 
ject he was) ſent him ſome young lambs to feed, 
with a ſtrict charge to teach them diligently in the 
way, and bring them up in his nurture and admo- 
nition, But the performance of this command was 
rendered impracticable; for as he inſtructed them 
to go right, ſhe induced them to wander; as he en- 
deavoured to gather them, ſhe ſcattered them; and 
as he fed them with wholeſome food, ſhe would 
ſurfeit them with poiſonous herbs, So which way 
the King diſpoſed of them afterwards, I never 
knew, but they never proſpered under his care. 
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Tu us her company never yielded him the leaſt: 
benefit or aſſiſtance thro? his whole journey, but 
was an allay to all his joys, and an aggravation to 
all his ſorrows. And it frequently cauſed him very 
much regret of mind, to think of his own unad- 
viſed engagement; and of the much neglect in 
duty, wandering, and loſt time, which it had been 
the occaſion of to him, as well as to obſerve the 
wretched ſtupefaQtion of her mind, which was in- 


capable of ſharing in any of his bleſſed enjoyments,. 


or of being affected with any of his calamities ; in- 


ſomuch, as it turned his pleaſant journey into a. 


weariſome travel through a loneſome wilderneſs. 


Bur at laſt (thro' many dull hours, fatigues, 
and tireſome ſteps) he arrived near the borders of 
the land, upon the bank of the river Jordan, where 
(in the midſt of the ſtream) he beheld a man in a 
rich prieſtly veſture, ſtanding to ſtop the torrent till 


he was paſſed over, which made him approach the 


river exceedingly tranſported with joy. Yet even 


here he could not refrain from ſighing, when he 


found it was not poſſible for his companion to go 
with him one ſtep further. But the glory of his 


Prince now in view, and the joy of approaching 


the promiſed land, ſoon revived his ſpirits, and 
made him, with readineſs, leave her, to paſs the 
river. Here his burthens dropped off, and all his 
clogs were left behind; he went on with freſh vi- 
gour and cheerfulneſs in his countenance, as if all 
things were forgotten, but the joy that was before 


bim. But as he was taking ſome of his laſt ſteps, 


juſt ready to ſet his feet on Canaan's ſhore, he 
looked behind him, and ſaw her ſitting upon the 
1 7 ſand; . 


6 
ſand, and beheld the river returning with ſuch an 


overflow, as carried her along the rapid ſtream 
into the Dead Sea. 
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As for the elder brother (ſon of the free-wo-- 
man), when he had heard the inſtructions and ad- 


monitions, it wrought ſome ſerious reflections in 


his mind, and made him very deliberate. Not- 
withſtanding he was a perſon of a bright genius, 
great vivacity, and a fine taſte, he determined to 
deny himſelf; ſo as when he ſaw the beauty and 
graceful mien, and heard the courteous converſa- 
tion of the Babyloniſſi maids, he would withdraw. 
from them, and turn away his eyes, leaſt his heart 
ſhould be enſnared. However, it ſometimes fell 
in his way, to have converſation with ſome who 
appeared very agreeable and engaging, and might 
have ſome influence on his affections: eſpecially 
one, whoſe perſon, birth, circumſtances, virtues, 
and accompliſhments, rendered her extremely a- 
greeable, and made her appear very promiſing 
to make a vuluable companion: inſomuch, that 
many of his acquaintance greatly encouraged him 
to purſve that opportunity, and not neglect ſo va- 
luable a prize. This made him ſtagger a little, 


(for indeed ſhe wanted no accompliſhments but 


the language of Canaan to make her juſt ſuch an 


one as his heart could wiſh). and cauſed him to 
reaſon in his own mind with ſuch interrogations . 


and replies as theſe : 


9. Can I expect to find an object more deſi. 
rable, or one more likely to be a happy compa- 
nion, and a help- meet ? 


A. SHY 
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t. 
A. Sun may prove ſo to a perſon who can be 
eonformable to ſtay with her in Babylon; but as 


I am bound to another country, I might find bit- 
terneſs in that which would appear happineſs in 


another perſon. 


Q. Bur have I not reaſon to hope, that a per- 
ſon of her refined qualities may be endued with 
fuch bleſlings as to make her a ſuitable compa- 
nion for me in my journey? 


A. A perſon may be accompliſhed with all the 
refinements, improvements, and excellencies of 
Babylon, fo as to appear ſuperior to many of the 
citizens; but if theſe be only the accommodations 


of their owncountry, they can only make a gradual 


difference between them aud the moſt abject pea- 
ſants ; whereas there is neceſſarily a ſpecifical diffe- 
rence between a Babylonian and an Iſraelite. 

Q. Bur is it not very cenſorious to look upon 
ſuch a becoming worthy perſon as no better an 


a mere Babylonian ? 


CO 


4. IxasMuUCH as the difference 1s fo great, 
that a Babylonian cannot become a ſabjett of the 
King of Iſrael, unleſs he be formed anew; we 
cannot eſteem them any other, ſo long as there 
does not appear the ſpecifical features of the ſe- 
lect nation; neither the idiom of their lauguage, 
the mien of their behaviour, nor yet an earneſt 
inquiry after the deſired land. For we are not 
to form cur conceptions of them diſferent to the 
deſcriptions given by the * 5 ſcribes, 


23. 
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2. I» it not exceeding hard that I muft deny 
myſelf an object ſo agreeable ? _ 


A. Tux King of Glory denies nothing that is 
good ; therefore, if it were really good, it would 
not be denied me; he only denies us thoſe things 
which he knows would be evil, and it 1s a real 
kindneſs to us to be denied them. But ſuppoſe I 
thought it a real good; is it hard that he ſhould 
deny me one favour, who has given himſelf to 
me, with all-bleſſings in heaven and earth? 


9, Warar if I never find one ſo agreeable 
who travels the happy road? 


A. 1s I had FE obje now before me, it cok 
entirely depend on the bleſſing of God, whether 
I ſhould have any enjoyment or not; and have I 
not more reaſon to expect a bleſſing in the right 
way, than in the wrong ? Beſide, as no good thing 
is withheld, nor any thing denied, but becauſe it 
is evil, whatever God is pleaſed to beſtow in his 

own way muſt be moſt agreeable. © 


2. May not the valuable qualifications attend- 
ing this perſon be ſo bleſſed as to be a means to 
make me happy ard uſeful in the way, tho' ſhe 
walk not in it herlelf ? 


A. Have | any reaſon 10 expe to be made 
happy by any perſon who is an utter ſtran ger to 
_ thoſe things wherein my happineſs conſiſts? Or 

can I expect to find uſefulneſs in the way from 
chat which cannot be enjoyed or obtained without 


Coe, 


going out of the way? Beſides, whatever quali- 
fications ſhe is endued with, or however valuable 
accommodations ſhe is poſſeſſed of, it never will be 
her inclination to employ thoſe excellencies to aſſiſt 
others in a way which ſhe herſelf hath no delight in. 


2. Bur ſeeing her diſpoſition is ſo agreeably 
complaiſant, and her mind ſo well qualified with 
natural virtues, and decorated with ſo many ac- 
_ quired ornaments, is there any reaſon to doubt, 
but that a perſon thus prepared will have a taſte 
for learning and embracing the beſt things? And 
may I not, therefore, expect to be an inſtrument 
to engage her mind to walk the bleſſed way? 


A. ALL the accompliſhments that a perſon can 
poſſibly receive from Babylon, can never prepare, 
quality, or diſpoſe them for travelling to Canaan ;: 
nor will it, by any means, induce or incline any 
perſon to receive the real knowledge or love of 
that country. Therefore thoſe who are not/power- 
fully called by the King's commandment, and in- 
wardly attracted by a vital influence, can never be 
engaged by any other motive or perſuaſion what. 
ſoever. For there 1s nothing in the nature of a 
Babylonian (without the inchoation of new prin- 
ciples) that is capable of attraction. But the more 
excellent heraccompliſhments are,the more ſtrong- 
ly her mind will be cemented to that climate from 
which ſhe received them. And on the other hand, 
as I formerly was a Babylonian, tho? now bleſſed 
with new principles, the old tincture ſtill remains 
in my nature, which, like ſo much tinder, is ready 
to kindle * every ſpark of Babyloniſn fire. 
Wherefore- 
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Wherefore the greater excellences ſhe is embel- 
liſhed with, the greater influence it will have to 
draw me aſide into her paths, and ſo put me in 


perpetual danger. For of this, I am infallibly 
aſſured, that they will draw away one's heart. 


Wu x he had thus reaſoned with himſelf, he 
made a full pauſe, and appeared in a ſtrong agita- 
tion of mind, and a paleneſs aroſe in his face. 
And I heard him ſigh and ſay to himſelf, «« Whi- 
© ther has my mind been roving !** and, trem- 
bling, he lifted up his eyes to heaven, and ear- 
neſtly cried, O God of all grace, deliver me 
from temptation !“ And from that time he never 
would regard any of the damſels of that city; but 
ſaid, he would wait till he ſhould find a true com- 
panion, and till then he would walk alone. 


So he went on his way rejoicing: that he had 
eſcaped the ſnare, and carrying along with him- 
this motto, «© The Lord is my portion ;** enjoy-- 
ing great ſatisfaction in his own mind; ſaying to- 
himſelf, If my King ſees it good for me to walk 
alone, I know he will bleſs that ſtate unto me 
but if it be for my good to enjoy a companion, L 
know his goodneſs will provide one for me, with-- 
out my going out of the way to find one.. 


Bu r as he was thus going on his way, he obſerv- 
ed a young virgin who was walking the ſame road, 
and he begun to deſire to be favoured with her 
company, but thought it adviſeable to be very de- 
liberate, becauſe many ſeem to walk the ſame 
road, who only go part of the way, and then _— : 
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off into ſome other path. Therefore he diligently 
obſerved whether ſhe cloſely attended to the right 
way. So he perceived her to take ſomething out 
ef her boſom, and diligently peruſed it for a while, 
and then put it into her boſom again, and purſue 
the ſtrait path ; whereupon he went up to her, and 
inquired where ſhe was bound. Shetold him ſhe 
was ſetting her face towards Zion. He aſked her 
what it was ſhe had been peruſing ? And ſhe ſhew- 
ed him that it was the map of the road, which. 
me took along with her for her guide. He then 
began to inquire further, who ſhe was, and whence 
ſhe canfe? She told him fhe was by birth a Chal- 
dean; by education and converſation a Babylonian: 
but the King of Iſrael had ſent for her to go forth 
to ſeek a better country. He alſo aſked what expec- 
tations or encouragement ſhe had in taking ſuch a 
Journey ? She told him ſhe had the King's word to 
make her an inhabitant in his royal palace, when 
ſhe arrived at the upper Bethel ; and to grant her 
ſufficient defence and ſuſtenance all the way thither. 
He aſked if ſhe could be fully ſatisfied in the King's 
veracity ? She told him the frauds and jealouſies of 
Babylon had made ſuch impreſſions upon her mind, . 
that ſhe had found it very difficult to believe him 
that could not lie; but his Majeſty had conde- 
| ſcended to give her the ſtrongeſt demonſtrations. 
of his fidelity : ſo that now ſhe was convinced ſhe 
had no reaſon to doubt his. goodneſs, for he had 
confirmed his promiſe with an oath, and had given 
her to ſee, that in his own records it was ſealed 
with blood; and the counter part he had written 
upon her breaſt, and ſealed it in characters of life; 
and hitherto ſhe had found his word verified to 
her, in ftrongly defending, and abundantly ſup- 


plying 


{ 21 ) 


_ Plying her, ſo that ſhe could ſet to her ſeal that 
it was true. Then the alſo aſked him divers que- 
ſtions relating to his travels and enjoyments, and 
he likewiſe anſwered her in a free and ſatisfactory 
manner, ſo that their affections began to grow 
warm towards one another. It was a very com- 


fortable interview, and their minds were n 
by each others converſation. 


A ND they appeared * apreeable to one another, 


that he began to think they might be pleaſant and 
profitable companions all the way. But firſt he 
retired for a while to deliberate on the converſation 
that had paſſed already, when the more he thought 
of her diligence in the purſuit of her journey, and 
her fixed fatisfaQtion concerning the end of i it, her 
underſtanding in thoſe things laid down in her 
guide, her experience in the way, and the delight 
ſhe appeared to take in meditating on, and con- 
verſing about, the joys of the city of habitation, 
&c. the more he was ſatisfied that ſhe was a Prince's 
daughter, travelling to. the royal palace. And 
when he had lifted up his eyes to heaven, and ear- 
neſtly beſought the Moſt High God for direction, 
anda bleſſing upon farther converſation, he came 
again into her company. And, after ſome further 
diſcourſe, he aſked the reaſon of her walking on 
her journey alone? She told him ſhe found but few 
travelling the ſame road, and ſhe did not-think it 


-expedient to turn afide, or neglect her way, for 


any company in the world. If ſhe met with com- 


pany, ſuch as delighted in the ways uf wiſdom, ſne 


took pleaſure therein; for by ſuch company her 
heart was refreſhed, and ſhe thought herſelf 
Arengthened in her journey thereby; but other- 


| wiſe, | 
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"wiſe, ſhe choſe rather no be alone, at leiſure ts 
divert herſelf in examining her map, viewing the 


rings by the way, with the fruit-trees and ſweet . 


flowers, hearing the ſinging of birds, and medi- 
tating on the glories of her Prince, and the joys 


ſhe ſhould have in his preſence, &c. ſo that as 


Company was pleaſant when ſhe could enjoy it, 
the delights in'the way ſupplied the want of com- 
pany when alone. And, upon the whole, ſhe 
neither was anx1ous to have company, nor had 
any averſion againſt it; her deſire being to enjoy 
that only which might be conducive to forward 
her in the right way. | 


Tux x he propoſed, that ſince they had found 
each others converſation comfortable and uſeful, it 
was his opinion, it might be for their mutual ad- 

vantage to join together, and engage tokeepcom- 

pany all the way. She told him it was not for 
perſons of their profeſſion to do any thing raſhly ; 

ſhe would deliberate on it. So ſhe retired and pro- 

firated herſelf before the King her Father, telling 

him the matter, imploring wiſdom to direct, de- 

claring herſelf willing to enjoy, or be denied of 
any thing, ſo it were according to his will, and 
might be for his honour, He told her ſhe had al- 

ready been informed, and well knew what manner 
of perſons they muſt be, with whom it would be 
expedient for Kings daughters to keep company; 
therefore, if ſhe found the perſon to be one of the 

Blood-Royal, and endued with princely qualities, 

ſhe was at her full liberty ; and moreover, by him, 

it ſhould be eſteemed honourable. So when theſe 

two lovers met again, and had deliberately con- 

ſulted between themſelves all ſuch things as they 
conceived 
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. conceived neceſſary relating to ſuch an engages 
ment, and had duly conſidered the King's ſtatutes 
thereupon, and jointly petitioned his Majeſty's 
preſence with them, and his bleſſing on their un- 
dertaking, they joined hands with great ſatisfac- 
tion and ſerenity of mind, rejoicing to ſee them- 
ſelves preſerved from ſo may ſnares, and thus 
Happily joined together by a divine hand. 


I THEN obſerved thoſe two happy companions 
purſuing their journey, and here I ſaw verified an 
ancient counſel, a He/p-meet. For they were ſin- 
cere friends, pleaſant companions, faithful partners, 
and uſeful aſſiſtants to each other. If they met 
with difficulties by the way, they would take each 
other by the hand to ſupport them. In dangers 
thy would counſel and ftand by one another. In 
ſorrows they would ſympathize and comfort one 
another. If beſet with enemies, one would watch 


while the other ſlept. If one were ſick, the other 


would comfort with cordials. If one were indiſ- 
poſed in mind, the other would divert with ſome 
ſweet ſong, or diſcourſe concerning the pleaſant 
land. If one were at a loſs concerning any part 
of the way, the other would aſſiſt in ſearching and 
explaining the directions. If one were ready to 
turn aſide, the other would caution and admoniſh 
of the danger. If one were empleyed in any ſer- 
vice, the other would be ready to aſſiſt therein. 
Ifone found a refreſhing ſpring by the way, would 
call the other to come and drink, If one found 
any refreſhing fruit, ſweet ſpices, or delightful 
Howers, would pluck and bring to the other. If 
one heard any joyful tidings, would come rejoicing 
and tell the other. If one had any pleaſant pro- 

ſpects 
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ſpects of the kingdom, would „o—é— to ſhew 
chem to the other. If one was favoured with an 
audience of the King, would alſo remember and 
_ Intercede for the other. And if one was bleſſed 
with any ſpecial favours, the other would con- 
gratulate and rejoice on the occaſion, &c. 


Tun Iwas convinced, that two are better than 
one: and yet it 15 maniſeſt, that they were no 
more twain ; for I know not whether to call them 
two ſouls dwelling in one body, or one ſoul inha- 
biting two bodies ; but it appeared very conſpi- 
cuous, that two were become one. 


So I continued obſerving this united pair. ad- 
vancing in their way, for they greatly contributed 
to help each other forward; many difficulties they 
ſurmounted, and many rich bleſſings they enjoyed 
as they travelled in the way. At laſt they arrived 
at a pleaſant hill, in view of the Land of Promiſe, 
full of delights, refreſhing fruits, pure ſtreams, and 
deſirable entertainments, Here they ſat down and 
- reſted in a delightful arbour, bleſſing God, and 
- congratulating one another in conſideration of their 
enjoyments. 'Then they went and refreſhed them- 
ſelves among the fruits and fountains, and after- 
wards they aſcended to a tower, where was a large 
proſpective glaſs, from whence they looked back 
upon Babylon, and ſaw it all in flames, and the 
country turned to burning pitch. They then gave 
praiſe and glory to God for their wonderful de- 
liverance, as well as for all the deliverances they 
had in the way. Then they took a proſpect of 
the land before them, and ſaw Jeruſalem, the 
royal palace, the goodly mountains of Lebanon, 
the 
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the cluſters of Eſhcol, and all the rivers flowing 
with milk, and the hills dropping down ſweet wine. 
Then they looked below to the great ſtreams of 
Jordan, and beheld the High-Prieſt in his ſhining 
robes, waiting to carry them over. They alſo 
heard the inhabitants on the other ſide triumph- 
ing, ſinging, and ſhomting for joy. Then they 
alſo, with emulation, lift:d up their voices in ſongs 
of praiſe, and tranſports of joy, to him that is, 
and that was, and that is to come; which raiſed 
my mind to ſuch an ecſtaſy, that I * and 
behold it was a dream, 


Bur the thing was certain —and the interpre - 
tation thereof was ſure. 


AN 


APPENDIX 
By the AU THOR. 


1 preceding eſſay, upon the effects of a 
well or ill guided choice in the affair of mar- 


riage, was firſt written and ſent to a young man 
in a private letter of advice, which I choſe to put 
in the form of a dream, repreſenting the caſe un- 
der a variety of figures, in order to convey a juſt 
idea of the advantages and diſadvantages which 
naturally enſue. But many copies being diſperſed 
among my acquaintance and others, and being 
importuned to publiſh it, I conſented, after a 


number of years, to commit it to the preſs, 


13 


Since which time divers perſons, who knew no- 
thing of the author, have taken upon them to re- 
print it. And, by the liberties they have uſed, 
it is rendered more contempuble than it appeared 
in the looſe imaginations of the dreamer. One 
of theſe editors was ſo kind as to correct ſome of 
the ſtrokes, by which alteration (however ſmall 
it may be thought) it was diveſted of its genuine 
features. Another was ſo officious as to interpret 
the dream; but ſome of his ideas are ſuch as ne- 
ver entered the dreamer's fancy; and ſome of his 
notes (being attempts to explain things which 
naturally explain themſelves) are only fit to af- 
front the reader's capacity. | 


PaRaBLEs and ſimilitudes are intended as a 
«het to the mind of the reader, to ſtimulate his 
attentive inquiry into the deſigned reality: And 
for theſe to be immedlĩatety explained, before they 
.ean be deliberately read, makes them flat and 
dry, and prevents the uſe of the allegorical figure: 
Hor which reaſon, when I wrote that piece, intitled, 
A Mathematical 2 ion, did not chuſe to incum- 
ber the pages with explanatory notes: yet, that 
the meaneſt capacity might not be totally a: a loſs, 
and ſo deprived of the deſigned inſtruction, l gave 
a ſhort (but ſufficient) explanation in the intre duc- 
tion to tie anſwer.— But as for theſe pages upon 
auarriage, my firſt defign was to make the ſimili- 
tude fo plain andeaſ Ys that it would naturally open 
ſelf to every attentive reader, withcut any fur- 
ther interpretation. Therefore, I ſhall only add 
a few thoughts by way of ſupplement, that they 
who do not underſtand the reveries of my ſleep, 
may bave a full view of my deliberate ſentiments 


when 
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when awake. For unto the ſame perſons, from 
the ſame motives, and with the ſame deſi2ns that 
J farſt told the foregoing dream fourteen years ago, 
I now write the following addreſs, 


: N | | 
| To all thoſe that love our Lord Jeſus Chriſt in 
ſincerity, who being in a ſingle ſtate, but, for ſuf- 
ficient reaſons, judge it expedient to embrace the 
ſtate of marriage, or to any individual of them, to 
whom my. counſel may be acceptable, whether 
male or female, for they are all one in Chriſt, 
love to your ſouls, fervent concern for your ſpi- 
ritual comfort, and earneſt deſire that God may 
be glorified i in your lives, are the motives that 
excite this addreſs to you, in which my deſign 
ſimply is, to admoniſh you to beware of being en 
* tangled with ſuch companions in the conjugal re- 
lation, as certaimy will be heavy clogs, pricking 
thorns, and troubleſome briers; to retard and in- 
commode your walking with God. 


Ir thou art born of God, to enjoy his ſpiritual 
preſence, and the light of his. countenance, is thy 
ſuperlative joy, thy ultimate delight. If thou art 
a-believer in Jcſus, to bear his image in rĩghteouſ- 
neſs and true holineſs, is the inflexible and inceſ- 
ſant deſire of thy ſoul; if thou art bleſſed with the 
indwelling of the Holy Ghoſt, the glory of thy 
heavenly Father is the tendereſt point that can 
touch thy heart, and the moſt powerfal ſpring that 
moves the whole ſeries of thy life. And whatever 
temptations may aſſail thee, whatever carnal incli- 
nations may war in thy members, or whatever 
tranſient declenſions from the power of godlineſs 
may wound thy ſoul, it will for ever be impoſſible 
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| for all the powers of hell ſo far to prevail over 


thee, but that theſe ſpiritual diſpoſitions will per- 
petually contipue to be fixed, habitual, reigning- 
principles in thy mind. If this is not the caſe, 
thou art yet in thy fins; for where God reſides, 
there is holineſs of truth; and wherever he makes 
his habitation, he takes up his reſt for ever. 
Therefore, pleaſe to remember, that the marriage 
contract is. the ſtrongeſt obligation, the cloſeſt 
union, and for the longeſt period, that nature is 
capable of. And if thou ſhouldſt chuſe a boſom 
companion, who is a ſtranger to thy God, will it 
not have a natural and unavoidable tendency to 
interrupt thy communion with the Lord of Life, 
to infect thy mind with a carnal diſpofition, and 
be a perpetual remora to thy lively and diligent 
purſuit of thoſe things whereby God might be glo- 
rified ? And if thou art caught in a ſnare, .thro*” 
thine own imprudence to make ſuch a raſh adven-. 
ture, may it not cauſe thee to go ſoftly all thy 


' years in the bitterneſs of thy ſoul? Mat concord 


hath Chrift with Belial ? What part hath Be that 
believeth with an Infidel ? 


Ir a foldier, after ſwearing allegiance to his. 


' Majeſty, and accepting a poſt in the army, ſhould: 


contract the moſt intimate friendſhip, enter into- 
the cloieſt engage ments, and unite all the intereſt - 
he has in the world with a partiſan in the enemy's. 
camp, what would the Prince think of ſuch a man? 
Would he not be deemed an impoſtor ?—And are 
not all believers the ſoldiers of Jcſus. Chriſt? And 


all unbelievers the ſervants of fin? Now for a man 


to profeſs himſelf a ſervant of the Lord, devoted 
to Jeſus Chriſt, to follow.the Lamb whitherſoever 


6 
he goeth, and yet to enter into ſuch a ſolemn en- | 
gagement with one whoſe heart is enmity againſt 
God; is it not a glaring contradiction? Is it poſ- 
ſible to avoid a ſuſpicion of that man being an 
hypocrite in heart? Does not ſuch a ſtep plainly 
diſcover either profound ignorance, to imagine 
that a believer and an unbeliever can poſſibly be 
comfortable companions, or inſenſible to the com- 
fort of his own ſoul, and the glory of God! Or 
_ elſe, that he is weary of his own profeſſion, and 
thinks he ſhall have a handſome excuſe to aban- 
don it, when he ſhall have this to ſay, / * 


married a wife, and therefore 1 cannot. 


Bor know, my dear friend, that in the mar- 
riage choice it is not ſufficient for thee to fhun 
only thoſe perſons who are openly prophane; for 
many ſober ſerious perſons are ſeriouſly at enmity 
againſt the truth as it is in Jeſus: Nor yet to 
avoid thoſe of a different ſect or denomination; 
for thou mayſ marry. ce of the ſame denomina- 
tion with thyſelf, (or whatever ſect chou art) and 
ſtill find thyſelf as deſtitute of a ſpiritual compa- 
nion as if thou hadſt married a worſhipper of 
Diana. But thou art to co ſider the gre t eſs of 
the enterpriſe, the importance of the undertaking, 
with the conſequences which may attend it. And 
remember, that God made the woman te be an 
 help-meet, and ſuch ſhe certainly is, if wiſely cho 
ſen; but it is impoſſible for a child of light to 
enjoy that bleſſing in a child of darkneſs? There- 
fore look for one that knows and believes in 
Chriſt, loves and fears God, whom God hath. 
called out of the darkneſs into his mearvelious- 


light; ; theſe ought to be the firſt accompliſhments: 
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in the eye. I do not ſay that thon canſt ſearch the 
heart, ſo as to be an infallible judge who is, or 
who is not, bern of God. But, ſo far as the tree is 
known by its fruit, it is thy indiſpenſible duty to 

make the moſt deliberate obſervation; to have a 

ſpecial regard to the perſon's profeſſion and prac- 
tice, as well as to what knowledge, faith, love, 
humility, &c. is manifeſt. And let no induce- 

ments, as the gratification of thy own fancy, 
obliging thy friends, accommodating thyſelf in the 
world, &c. influence thy mind to palate a circum- 
ſtance which thou wilt certainly find to be of the 
utmoſt conſequence to thy comfort, or diſcomfort: 
of any thing that can attend the matrimonial rela- 

tion. But, perhaps, thou wilt think me too ſan- 

guine in my admonitions, and too ſevere in my 
reſtrictions: I ſhall therefore addreſs thee upon a 
more ſolid and authoritative ground, the word f 


God. 


Tn ar univerſal deluge of corruption, wicked- 
neſs, and violence, which brought down the wrath 
of God in a univerſal deluge of water, was firſt 
introduced thro* mixed marnages between thaſe 
that profeſſ.d to fear God, and thoſe that feared. 
him not. The ſons of God ſaw the daughters of 
men that they were fair; and they took them wives 
of all which they choſe. Many conjectures, and 
ſome not a little extravagant, have been formed 
concerning the fans of God, and the production 
of their marriage with the daughters of Adam.. 
But they that read the hiſtory with ſimplicity and 
attention may eaſily gather the truth of the rela- 
tion. In the ſacred language, the worſhippers of 


| the true God are diſtinguiſhed from the reſt of the 


world. 
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world by this character, Sons of God, as we find in 
the book of Job, and frequently in theNew Teſta- 
ment. And God has made a ſpecial promiſe, that 
they ſhall be called by his name, Hol. i. 10. But 
here it may be neceſſary to note, that the 5th 
chapter of Geneſis, being a genealogy of the ante - 
diluvian patriarchs, and inferted in this place, 
ſtands as a parentheſis, and does not break the 
chain in which the 4th and 6th chapters ſtand in- 
ſeparably connected as an entire hiſtory ; where 
the former ends, the latter begins. In the cloſe of 
the 4th chapter, we have this note. Then began 
men to call upon the name of the Lord; not that the 
name of the Lord-had never been called upon be- 
fore, for Abel, righteouſly, and Cain hypocritically 
had both called on his name. But now, as the 


world began to increaſe, and prophaneneſs to 
abound, is it probable, that this was the time when 


they that feared God firſt began to ſeparate them- 
ſelves from the world, and, according to the light: 


beſtowed ' upon them, to worſhip God in ſocial _ 


communities, bearing an open teſtimony againſt: 
the prophane : and hence obtained that character, 
the Sent of Ged. But the beginning of the 6th 
chapter informs us how the defection came on, 
and apoſtacy took place: Then, from that ſtriẽt 
ſeparation, they, or their defcendants and profe-- 
lytes, in proceſs of time began to decline, and 
came into a more ſociable and faſhionable inti- 


macy with their neighbours ; entertaining more 
favourable opinions of their prophaneneſs; nor 
looking upon the love, fear, and worſhip of God, 


as matters of ſuch conſequence as to be a wall of. 
partition; and fo laid afide their former auſterity 


and. reſervedneſs (with which, no doubt, their- 
police 


— 
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neighbours had often upbraided them) until the 
enmity between the ſeed of the ſerpent and the 
ſeed of the woman no longer appeared to ſubſiſt. 
This modiſh charity (always the bane of true 
godlineſs) thus-prevailing, and the friendſhip of 
the world being more in eſteem than the glory 
of God, by the intermarriages which enſued, 
they came all to one level, and the fear of God. 
vaniſhed out of the earth. 


Bur ſome perſons conjecture, that there muſt 
be ſomething elſe in the caſe, becauſe it is ſid, 
there were giants in the earth in thoſe days; but 
whether they were gigantic in ſtature, or in power 
and oppreſſion, Leave to nicer critics; allow them 
to be giants in bulk, it is not certain, whether that 
proceeded from any thing unnatural in the genera. 
tion, or was ſent as a judgment from God. Neither 
is it expreſsly ſaid, that theſe were the productions 
of thoſe mixtures; but it is ſaid, auen the ſont of 
God came in unto the daugł ters of men, and they 
bare children unto them, the ſame became mighty 
men, which were of old, men of renown. And this 
is very eaſy to account for; for theſe children, 
having imbibed the wicked principles of their mo- 
thers, would.naturally accommodate themfelves to 
the prophane, and gain their reſpect, for the world 
will love his own. And, on the other hand, it is 
too common with religious people to value perſons . 
very-much, . merely becauſe they had devout fa. 
thers. Now theſe having ſeen the devotion of 
_ their fathers, might eafily learn to mimic, and 
put on a form of godlineſs, ſo to gain reputation 
among the worſhippers of God. Thus it was eaſy 
for them to grow great by uniting families and in- 

terefts, 
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tereſts, which has often been the caſe, and fre- 
quently is to this day, where religion is made a 
cloak to put on, or put off, as the time ſerves. —- 
And thus the degenerate offspring of devout per- 
ſons are commonly the authors of the greateſt miſ- 
chief. Abimelech had the reſpect of the people, 
| becauſe he was the ſon of Gideon; but he was the 
fon of an harlot, of an idolatrous city, whoſe- 
wicked ways he learned, and fo he uſurped the 
kingdom in a manner moſt treacherous and bloody, 
Abſolem was the ſon of David, but his mother was 
a heathen princeſs, and he had learned the ways 
of the Court of Geſhur, yet he had the addreſs to 
inſinuate himſelſ into the affections of the people 
of Iſrael, of which he ſo far availed himſelf as to 
draw the whole kingdom into rebellion againſt 
his- father. Hence I ſee nothing in the hiſtory of 
theſe antediluvians but effects ariſing from natural 
cauſes, of which the firſt given is mixed marriages.. 


Arrin Iſrael entered the Promiſed Land, the 
firſt thing mentioned as the occafion of their idola- 

try, and which laid the foundation of their ruin, 
was their intermarriages with the 1dolatrons inha- 

bitants. The ſecoud chapter of the book of Judges. 
give a general account of their revolting from the 
Lord, and of his dealing with them in conſequence- 
of their fin; but while the particulars. of their. 
apoſtacy come to be related, this is the very firſt 
mftance, chap. iii. 6 And they took their daugh-- 
ters to be their wives, and gave their daughters to 
their ſons, and ſerved their gods. 


Is. they married their perde ſerving their gods 
was certain to be the conſequence.— This the- 
Lord: 
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Lord foretold them; and for this very reaſom 
gave ſuch ſtrict prohibitions in his law. Exoz.- 


XXXIV. 15, 16. Left thou make à coverant with the 
inhabitants of the land and thou take of their 


 Eaughters unto thy ſons, and their daughters go a- 


whering after their gods, ana mate thy ſ-ns ge @ 
Wweoring after their gods. Deut. vii. 3, 4. Neither 


falt theu make marriages with them : thyriaughter 


thu ſhalt not give unto h:s fon, nor his daughter [halt 
thou take uno tl y.jon. For hey will turn away iy. 
fan from following me, that they may ſerve other gods, 
Joſhua xxii. 12, 13. /f ye do in any wiſe male 
marriages with thim, and go in unto them and they» 
10 you, know for a certainty that they Sail be ſnares 
and traps unto yon, and ſcourges in your /ides, and. 
thorns in ycur eyes, c. And that this was the ine- 
vitable conſequence when they violated theſe ſa- 
credprecepts,is evident in many inſtances. 1 Kings 
xi. 2, 3. Of the nations concerning which the Lord 
Jaid unto the children of Ijracl, ye ſhall not go in to 
them, neitber Sall they come in unto. you, for ſurely- 
they will turn away your heart after their gods. 
Selomon clave unto theſe in l:ve—and his wives 
turned away his heart. It is ſaid of Ahab, 1 Kings- 
xvi. 31. He tack to wife Jexabel the daughter of” | 
Ethbaal, King of the Zidonians, and went and ſer- 
ved Baal, and worſhipped him. Chap. xxi. 25. 
There was none like unto Abab, which did ell bim- 


elf to work wiekeane/s in the fight of the Lord, aubem 


Jexabel his wife flirred up. Yet Jehoſhaphat, for- 


getting the law of his God, took a daughter of 


Ahab for a wife to his ſon Jehoram, who proving, 

a very wicked prince, this is given as a reaſon of 

it. 2. Kings vii. 18. For the daughter of Ahab was 

bis wife, And likewiſe his fon Ahazia, walking 2 
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1 
the ſame wicked courſe, the reaſon given is this, 
2 Chron. xxii. 3. For his mother was his Counſellor 
ro do wicked'y. And the wickedneſs of the people, 
Prieſts, and Levites, is aſcribed to the ſame cauſe. 
Ezra ix. 2. For th:y have taken of their daughters 
for themſelves and for their ſen:. And ſee with what 
contrition this iniquity was confeſſed by thoſe that 
trembled at God's commandment, Ezra ix. 10, 


15. and with what zeal they oppoſed this flagrant 
wiolation of God's holy law, Neh. xiu. 23, 28. 


Bur ſome will ſay the partition wall is now 
broken down, and no nation is to be called com- 
mon, therefore, the prohibition is not fo binding 
to Chriſtians as it was to Iſrael. I confeſs, in the 
ſight of God, there is no difference of nations, 
countries, or families, whether Greek, ſew, Briton, 
or Hotteatot, but the irreconcileable ſeparation be- 
tiveen them that are after the fleſh, and them that 
are after the ſpirit, (of which the ſeparation be- 

tween Jews and Gentiles was but a ſhadow) is 
eternally radicated in the two ſeeds. Therefore, 
by ſo much as Chriſtians now are bleſſed with ſu- 
a perior light, the obligation to avoid every thing 
that may tend to corrupt the mind, from the 
ſimplicity that is in Chriſt, is more ſtrictly bind- 
ing. But under the goſpel the prohibition is not 
national but perſonal, 2 Cor. vi. 14. Be ye not un- 
equally -yoked together with unbelievers : According 
to the Apoſtle's direction, thoſe that are already 
married to uabelievers, are, in conſcience, bound 
to fulſil their marriage covenant : But in his coun- 
to thoſe ha t are unmarried, he lays gown this 
Mutary precept, 2 Cor. vii. 1 _ in the Lord, 
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Ax p now, my friend, if thou haſt an humble 
regard to the word of the living God, I am cer- 
tain.I need ſay no more; and if thon haſt not, all 
my attempts would be fruitleſs. I do not expect 
this counſel will be effectual to many perſons, 
notwithſtanding the great demand there has beer 
both for the genuine and ſpurious editions of this 
-enigmatical eſſay: On the other hand, it gives 
me ſome ſuſpicion leſt there be ſomething in it that 
favours more of fleſh than ſpirit, which has in- 
duced ſome perſons to read it as an amuſement, 
or a novel, rather than as a branch of the counſel 
of God. 1 freely declare it docs not give me 
any ple:iſure to think that ever I publiſhed any 
thing ſo agreeable to the taſte of pe ple of that 
ſtamp to be a temptation to them to pirate it. I 
have publiſhed ſome tracts upon ſubjects far more 
intereſting and momentous, for which i have not 
found equal demard; nor have I learned that 
any perſons of the ſame character ever thought 
them worth their notice; and I had rather chooſe 
never to publiſh any more, than to be the author 
of any thing which ſhould not contain more of the 
truth, power, and ſpirit of the goſpel of Chriſt, 
than to be the ſubject of their approbation —But, 
my dear friend, if theſe few hints which I have laid 
before thee may be bleſſed as a ſeaſonable mo- 
nitio: to excite thee to ſet the Lord before thy 
Face, {© as to choole an help-meet for thze, my 

end is anſwered; and may the * of thy 
od attend thee. Farewell. 
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